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Pilot Project Overview




WA Senate Bill 535A&5o0als

Set Standards for Outdoor Preschools
1. Analyze current models of outdoor preschools.
2. Adapt, waive, or create licensing regulations, when necessary.

3. Establish health, safety, and best practices for early childhood
environmental education in WA/ USA.

Include Outdoor Preschools in Existing Systems

1. Enable outdoor programs to increase hours and receive
subsidies.

2. Explore outdoor preschool participation in our quaki&ting and
improvement system.

3. Increase access to the outdoors and benefits to children.
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Timeline: August 201@ August 2021

wRecruit participants

wEstablish licensing process

wDevelop licensing standards )
wProvide technical assistance h
wMonitor and collect data on compliance, injuries, incidents

wEXxplore quality progression for Early Achievers (continues) )

wProvide pilot license to up to 10 sites
wMonitor and collect data on community impact, compliance, injuries, incident
wSet teaching qualification requirements

wFinal report due (November 2020)
wPrepare transitions for communities (pilot ends August 2021)
wPrepare DCYF for licensing
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Reporting to Legislature
Pilot Project Research Questions

Can the outdoor preschool model help expand access to early learning programs?
A Enrollment and waitlists
A Familysurveys
A Costanalysis

Can the outdoor preschool model help expand access to quality early learning
programs?
A Injury/iliness reports

A Attendance
A Quality measures: ECERSCLASS, ERS

How can the outdoor preschool model participate in a state QRIS?
A Potential alternative qualityneasures and coaching needs
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Participant Overview
A Advisory Group N

A Directors of current programs oy

A Includes up to 10 pilot sitemfplementing
group)and others (observation grojp

A Program Types
A Naturepreschoolgwith indoor facility)
A May be already licensed
Naturecenterbasedprograms

A
A All-outdoor programs
A

A With or without a permanently located outdoor
classroom

Gardens/farming included ' @Y poinaentviEyoor
L classroom of an albutdOBMprogram.
at the Tacoma Nature Cente}
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Child Care and Early Learning Laws and Rules




Washington State Licensing Context

AThe Washington Sta®epartment of Children, Youth, and Families
(DCYF) currently regulates:
A Centerbasedchild care
AFamily homebasedchild care
ASchoolagedchild care(before and after school)

AWACChapter 116800¢ aligned center and family honstandards




'y ! ASyOeéé¢ TEi&XT AOS
What is NOT an Agency?

RCWA3.216.010

(2) An "Agencytoes notinclude the following:
(a) Relatives
(b) Legal guardians
(c) Friends and neighbors (FFN)
(d) Parents on cooperative bagix.trading care) -
() t N2 3INJF Ya dzy RSNJ T2 dzNJaK2itdeNEPrescldoglsizN
(f) Schools .
(g) Seasonal camps
(h) Dropin child care when parent remains @ite
() Boys and Girls clubs
() Government operated (local, state, federal care)
(k) Tribal care on tribal lands
()  Military care on military base
(m) Early learnin@ndsupport services programs
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.216.010

Washington Outdoor Preschool Pilot Bill

2017:66 A @S 2NJ I RFLIWGE tAOSYyary3a NBJj
|mprovementforoutdoor naturd 8 SR LINBSaOKz22fa o

LINBAOK22ft a¢d 00
AAt the time,more than40 outdoor preschools operating asense
exemptd Y dzZNJR S NE & Gokirh@uis)a € 0 dzy RS NJ

ALicenseexempt also means no DCYF support: not eligible to receive
subsidiesforlowhA Y O2YS Tl YAt ASaAaT LI NUAOA

public prek programs




Who Gets Licensed?

Outdoor Preschools:

(7) For

and chi

As Defined RCW

RCWA43.216.740
purposes of this section,

"outdoor, naturebased early learning

d care prografimmeans an

agencyoffered program operated
primarily outdoors in which children are
enrolled on a regular basis for three or
more hours per day



https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.216.740

Legal Structure of Pilot Program

Revised Code of Washington (RCW)

RCW 43.216.740 authorizes and funds the pilot project, requires DCYF to promulgate rules.

Washington Administrative Code (WAC)

Chapter 116800D WAC is a set of rules used to administer the pilot project. Require each pilot participant to sign contract.

Outdoor

Contract between the program and DCYF. Requires each pilot participant to follow draft rules, our outdoor preschoohg#atssta

|¢

Classroom Agreement

Outdoor Preschool Pilot Standards
G¢2dzOKad2yS {aGFyRINRa®dé 5NFFG fAOSyaairy3d NHz-dhe-lyRaxibility! €t £t 26 5
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Outdoor Preschool Licensing Standards




Outdoor Preschool Pilot Standards Development
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Best Practices and Research

Natural Start Allianc@rofessional Practices
National Outdoor Leadership School
Outward Bound
USFS
LeaveNo-Trace
Washington State Departmenf Health
Washington State Departmenf Agriculture
wSaSFNOK AYyi2 AaNRAR&a&]eE
potential injury, nature education

A Mariana Brussoni (British Columbia)

A Ellen Sandseter (Norway)
A David Sobel (Antioch, NH)

To T>o To Do To T Do I
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