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Å Pilot Project Overview

Å Child Care and Early Learning 
Laws and Rules

Å Outdoor Preschool Licensing 
Standards

Å Licensing Outdoor Preschools

Å Setting Teacher Qualifications 
Requirements

Å Q&A

²ƘŀǘΩǎ /ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aǳŘ-Kitchen?
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Pilot Project Overview



5

WA Senate Bill 5357 - Goals

Set Standards for Outdoor Preschools

1. Analyze current models of outdoor preschools.

2. Adapt, waive, or create licensing regulations, when necessary.

3. Establish health, safety, and best practices for early childhood 
environmental education in WA/ USA.

Include Outdoor Preschools in Existing Systems

1. Enable outdoor programs to increase hours and receive 
subsidies.

2. Explore outdoor preschool participation in our quality-rating and 
improvement system.

3. Increase access to the outdoors and benefits to children.

Photograph courtesy of Squaxin Child 
Development Center
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Timeline: August 2017 ςAugust 2021

Year 1

ωRecruit participants

ωEstablish licensing process

ωDevelop licensing standards

Year 2

ωProvide technical assistance

ωMonitor and collect data on compliance, injuries, incidents

ωExplore quality progression for Early Achievers (continues)

Year 3

ωProvide pilot license to up to 10 sites

ωMonitor and collect data on community impact, compliance, injuries, incidents

ωSet teaching qualification requirements

Year 4

ωFinal report due (November 2020)

ωPrepare transitions for communities (pilot ends August 2021)

ωPrepare DCYF for licensing
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Reporting to Legislature
Pilot Project Research Questions

Can the outdoor preschool model help expand access to early learning programs?
ÅEnrollment and waitlists

ÅFamily surveys

ÅCost analysis

Can the outdoor preschool model help expand access to quality early learning 
programs?
ÅInjury/illness reports

ÅAttendance

ÅQuality measures: ECERS-3, CLASS, ERS-3i 

How can the outdoor preschool model participate in a state QRIS?
ÅPotential alternative quality measures and coaching needs
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Å Advisory Group
Å Directors of current programs
Å Includes up to 10 pilot sites (implementing 

group) and others (observation group)

Å Program Types
Å Nature preschools (with indoor facility)
Å May be already licensed

Å Nature center-based programs
Å All-outdoor programs
Å With or without a permanently located outdoor 

classroom
Å Gardens/farming included

Participant Overview

Permanently-located outdoor 
classroom of an all-outdoor program 

at the Tacoma Nature Center.
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Child Care and Early Learning Laws and Rules
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Washington State Licensing Context

ÅThe Washington State Department of Children, Youth, and Families 
(DCYF) currently regulates:
ÅCenter-based child care

ÅFamily home-based child care 

ÅSchool-aged child care (before and after school)

ÅWAC Chapter 110-300 ςaligned center and family home standards
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RCW 43.216.010

(2) An "Agency" does notinclude the following:
(a) Relatives
(b) Legal guardians
(c) Friends and neighbors (FFN)
(d) Parents on cooperative basis (ex. trading care)
(e) tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ όάƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎέύ ăOutdoor Preschools
(f) Schools
(g) Seasonal camps
(h) Drop-in child care when parent remains on-site
(i) Boys and Girls clubs
(j) Government operated (local, state, federal care)
(k) Tribal care on tribal lands
(l) Military care on military base
(m) Early learning and support services programs

!ƴ ά!ƎŜƴŎȅέ ƎŜǘǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ōȅ 5/¸CΧ
What is NOT an Agency?

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.216.010
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Washington Outdoor Preschool Pilot Bill

2017: άǿŀƛǾŜ ƻǊ ŀŘŀǇǘέ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
improvement for outdoor, nature-ōŀǎŜŘ ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ όŀƪŀ άƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ 
ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭǎέύΦ

ÅAt the time, more than 40 outdoor preschools operating as license-
exempt άƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎέ όǳƴŘŜǊ four hours).

ÅLicense-exempt also means no DCYF support: not eligible to receive 
subsidies for low-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΤ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ vwL{Τ ƻǊ 
public pre-k programs.
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RCW 43.216.740

(7) For purposes of this section, 
"outdoor, nature-based early learning 
and child care program" means an 
agency-offered program operated 
primarily outdoors in which children are 
enrolled on a regular basis for three or 
more hours per day.

Who Gets Licensed?
Outdoor Preschools: As Defined by RCW

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.216.740
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Legal Structure of Pilot Program

Outdoor Preschool Pilot Standards

ά¢ƻǳŎƘǎǘƻƴŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦέ 5ǊŀŦǘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǊǳƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ 5/¸C ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ-on-the-fly flexibility.

Outdoor Classroom Agreement

Contract between the program and DCYF. Requires each pilot participant to follow draft rules, our outdoor preschool pilot standards.

Washington Administrative Code (WAC)

Chapter 110-300D WAC is a set of rules used to administer the pilot project. Require each pilot participant to sign contract.

Revised Code of Washington (RCW)

RCW 43.216.740 authorizes and funds the pilot project, requires DCYF to promulgate rules.
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Outdoor Preschool Licensing Standards
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Outdoor Preschool Pilot Standards Development

Outdoor 
Preschool 
Advisory 
Group

Aligned 
Early 

Learning 
Quality 

Standards

Best 
Practice 

and 
Research

Outdoor 
Preschool Pilot 

Standards
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Å Natural Start Alliance Professional Practices

Å National Outdoor Leadership School 

Å Outward Bound 

Å USFS 

Å Leave-No-Trace 

Å Washington State Department of Health 

Å Washington State Department of Agriculture 

Å wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ άǊƛǎƪȅέ ǇƭŀȅΣ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
potential injury, nature education
Å Mariana Brussoni (British Columbia)
Å Ellen Sandseter (Norway)
Å David Sobel (Antioch, NH)

Best Practices and Research
Tacoma Nature Center �t Child collects herbs for tea 
from their sensory garden, as chickens are let out of 
their coop and cared for by others (not pictured).


