
Room 1 (indoors) Room 2 (indoors) Room 3 (indoors) Room 4 (indoors) Room 5 (outdoors) Room 6 (outdoors)

8:30 AM

Guide Notes: Song as a Tool for 
Transitions, Guidance, and 
Differentiation

Tinkering with Science, Nature & 
Loose Parts

What's in your wagon? A Practical 
Toolkit for a Day in the Forest

Presenter Heather Quinn, Kathryn Para
Kathleen Sheridan, Diann Gano, 
David Banzer Rachel Parker

11:45 AM

Opening One Heart at a Time: ECE 
Student Teachers' Nature Journey 
at UD Lab School

Transformative Pedagogies for 
Infusing Early Childhood Education 
for Sustainability (ECEfS) into 
Nature Play Programs

Bushwhacking: Untethered and 
Holistic Learning for Children 6-12

Nature Play when Nature Ain’t 
Playin Around

Embracing the Forest’s Gifts in 
Forest School

Just Breathe; Building Social & 
Emotional Competence in the 
Outdoor Classroom

Presenter
Katie Pollock, Kristen Chandler, 
Dorit Radnai-Griffin

Victoria Carr, Sue Elliott, Fran 
Hughes, Leslie Kochanowski Jean Lomino, Joe Pounds Kyla Maciosek Lori Ann Wilde Johanna Booth-Miner

2:00 PM
From Pre-K to K-12: Growing 
Conservation Minded Students

Empowering Young Conservation 
Advocates Without the ‘Doom and 
Gloom’

Urban-Based Nature Education: 
How the Study of Animal Scat 
Developed a Community of 
Learners During Pandemic 
Preschool 

Instilling a Sense of Place in Young 
Children Through Native Species 
Studies

You Are Ready to Move to a Nature 
Based Program... Now What?

Presenter Chris Edelen
Laura Seger, Kelsey Navin, Sarah 
Ghidina Hanna Berwanger Meg Gravil, Rachel Patton Emily Howard

3:15 PM

Using the NABERS Tool to Identify 
the Quality of Nature-Based 
Programs

Navigating the Different Possibilities 
Walking into your Program with 
Nature

Slow Down to Speed Up…Teach 
Off Trail

“I Speak for the Trees” Study Unit 
using an Integrated Project- Based 
Learning Approach for Preschool-
Second Grade Field Guide to Risky Play Tech Tools in Teachable Moments

Presenter Rachel Larimore, Patti Baile Meredith Florkey, Johnna Lyman Peter Dargatz Evelyn "Eppie" Miller Linda Charlton Becca Mathews

4:30 PM

Branching Out: University of 
Delaware Lab School Brings an 
Urban Nature Model to Wilmington 
Head Start

Teaching Tomorrow's Leaders: 
Uncovering the Lasting Relationship 
Between Nature-Based Early 
Learning Experiences & 
Preadolescents' Sustainable 
Mindsets

A Day in the Life of a K-1 Nature 
School

So Many Standards, So Little Time: 
Prioritizing Outdoor Play in a World 
of Preschool Regulations

Weapon Play: Why It Is Important 
and How to Talk About It Monarch Butterflies in the Classroom

Presenter Katie Pollock, Dorit Radnai-Griffin Ann Rossmiller Erin Phillips Rachel Franz Samuel Broaden Amy Wolfe

Thursday, July 28

Featured Session: Is DAP Moving Us Toward Global Sustainability?10:00 AM



Room 1 (indoors) Room 2 (indoors) Room 3 (indoors) Room 4 Room 5 (outdoors) Room 6 (outdoors)

8:30 AM

Trees & Me: Tangible 
Tools to Implement 
Nature-Based Preschool 
Professional Practices

Loose Parts and Nature 
Play "Starts" to Enhance 
Social-Emotional Learning

3 Miles-an-Hour: Walking 
In Step with Wonder

Presenter
Gia Giammarinaro, Linda 
Petit Carla Gull Abraham Underhill

11:15 AM

From Seeds to Sprouts: 
Growing Cross-site 
Partnerships

Considering the Seen and 
Unseen: Examining the 
Impacts of the COVID-19 
Pandemic on the Social-
Emotional Development 
of Preschoolers

Freedom Dreaming: 
Using Art and Storytelling 
to Reimagine 
Communities of Color in 
Nature Education

Connecting Nature and 
Writing with Mentor Texts 
(indoors)

Nutrition and Nature: 
Using Outdoor 
Foodscapes to Nourish 
the Children of Tomorrow

The 3 Ps of Tracking: 
Exploring Animal Tracks 
with Children

Presenter Brooke Larm, Leigh Rowe
Rachel Konerman, Erman 
Nie, Jennifer Horowitz

Deja Jones, Islah 
Tauheed Emily Morgan Lotus Chaney Leigh Ann Fish, Patti Baile

1:30 PM

Is Bigger Better?: 
Lessons Learned from the 
Front Lines of Growth Program in a Park

Partnering with Nature: 
Teaching with Intention

Organizing Your Outdoor 
Lessons with The 
Learning Lifecycle 
(indoors) Nature Babies

Presenter Sarah Mortati
Sarah Bethel, Stacy 
Niemiec

Patti Baile, Catherine 
Koons-Hubbard Jenny James Karyssa Tilden, Nikki

2:45 PM

Intentional School 
Business Planning for 
Diversity, Equity, & 
Inclusion

The Healing Power of 
Environmental Education: 
A Safe Place to Explore

Stories, Marks, and 
Words: Early Literacy in a 
Nature-Based, Child-Led 
Early Learning 
Environment (outdoors)

Those Who Tell the 
Stories Rule the World

Studying Identity through 
the Lens of a Field Guide

Presenter
Rachel Larimore, David 
Catlin Rina Zampieron Ron Grady Joanne Whitney

Melissa Jackson, Carey 
Vincent

10:00 AM Featured Session: Children’s Literature to Change the World

Friday, July 29


	2022 Natural Start Conference_ Live Session Schedule THURSDAY FINAL
	Thursday

	2022 Natural Start Conference_ Live Session Schedule FRIDAY FINAL
	Friday


